Infections in adults with cancer in a developing country: a three year prospective study.
319 episodes of infections in 174 cancer patients over a period of 3 years are reported in a developing country. 178 episodes were seen in leukaemias, 83 in lymphomas and 58 in other cancers. 146 episodes appeared in 89 neutropenic patients and 173 in non-neutropenic patients. In 163 (51%) episodes positive cultures were obtained with a total of 212 organisms. 192 (90.6%) of the isolates were bacteria; of these 107 (55.7%) were gram positive and 85 (44.3%) were gram negative. The findings are consistent with those reported in developed countries. Most commonly isolated bacteria were: staphylococcus, Escherichia coli, streptococcus, enterobacter, pseudomonas, diphtheroids and salmonella. 15 isolates (7%) were of candida. Most common sites of infection were respiratory tract, kidney and urinary tract and skin. There were a total of 64 deaths: 36 were directly related to infections. 11 of these patients died of hospital acquired infections; most commonly isolated organisms in these infections were staphylococcus, E. coli, pseudomonas and streptococcus.